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CONDITIONS. 
The Christian Secretary is published every 


Saiurday morning, at Central Row, six rods 
South of the State House, at Two Dollars a 


year, if paid in three months from the time of 


subscribing; if not, an addition of 50 cents, ex- 


cept where there isa special 6 pom other- | 


wise. —Ia” Postage paid by subscribers. 

The profits of this paper are, by the Conven- 
tion, held sacred to the cause of Missions. 

A discount of twelve and a half per cent, 
will be made to Agents who receive and pay 


for eight or more copies. _ 
Alisubscriptions are understood to be made 


for one year, unless there isa special agree- , 


ment to the cowtrary, atthe time of subscri- 
ving. 


‘people. Baptism is not a permanent mark. 
It is not a distinguishing character of real 
Christianity. Not birth, but a confession 
of faith, transfers to adults the sacred im- 
mersion. Circumcision, according to its 
external aspect, was a typical sacrament. 
Baptism -exhibits in a pledge those very 
spiritual benefits, which circumcision typ- 
ically expressed. If baptism succeeded 
circumcision, as a type, then a type came 
‘in the place of a type, which is very ab- 
surd."" This from a Pedobaptist divine. 
Venema in Booth. 

| ‘The second remaining topic, which is 
referred to at 117, is thus stated at 121. 


7 No paper will be stopped exceptat the /‘* Second. Meaning of the phrase, Seal 


option of the publisher, until notice is given, 


and arrearages paid. 

Allletterson the subject of this paper, or 
Communications for it, should be addressed to 
the Editor of the Christian SecretaryJ>Posr 
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AN ANSWER TO DR. WOODS' LEC. | 
TURES ON INFANT BAPTISM. 


Senex, No. 4. 
LECTURE VII. 
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We come now (page 117) to his argu- | 
ment from circumcision. I have deferred 
this subject till this time, to avoid a tedi- | 
ous repetition, for Dr. Woods has reason- | 
ed from it in many places already consid- 
ered, but here he makes ita subject ofdis- | 
tinct consideration, 

The Doctor, having ‘‘ exhibited the ar- | 
cument which he regarded as the most| 
weighty and conclusive in favour of the, 
position, that the Apostles anderstood 
their commission to proselyte and baptize, 
as including children, comes now to sev- 
eral remaining topics, more or less rela-, 
ted to the subject, which must be care-| 
ruLLy considered.’ 

‘‘ The first of these remaining topics_is, | 
Baptism considered as a substitute for cir-| 
cumcision.” (117) 

‘* Itis common to speak of one thing as 
coming in the place of another, when 


' 


of the Covenant.” ‘The Doctor employs 
several pages to ascertain the meaning of 
the word Covenant, and.at length arrives 
at the conclusion, 124, that it hardly ever 
signifies a compact. In the course of this 
investigation we learn that its import is 
various. Sometimesit means an arrange- 
ment or plan of proceeding, 121. Some- 
times a will or testament. Sometimes a 
promise. His argument from this topic 
may be thus, I believe, summarily stated. 
The word covenant, when applied to in- 
fant children, means a determination, a 
settled purpose as to the manner in which 
God will treat them, 123. A religious rite 
which marks this determination, may just- 
ly be considered a seal or confirmation. 
From the covenant made with Abraham, 
Jewish children inherited great privileges, 
127. Christian children are born into a 


state more favorable than the children of 


israelitish parents, 128. The only impor- 
tant difference is, that God’s establish- 
ment, (covenant) is moro fraught with 
blessings now than formerly, 12c. ‘* When 
we consider what God's covenant was for- 
merly, and what itis under the reign of 
Christ, we cannot but conciude it is as 
proper to apply to children the present 
seal, as it was the former.’’ This again 
is an a priori argument, for it ‘‘ makes our 
owm: conceptions a standard by which the 
sacred writers are to be tried.” (Stuart on 


there is a general agreement between {Hebrews, Vol. 2, p. 267.) But here a dif- 


them, as to the object sought, or the end” 
to be answered, how different soever they | 
may be in other respects.” And hegives| 
several examples. I shall cite the two) 
which I think the most apposite. ‘ We) 
consider ministers of the Gospel as coming | 
im the place of the Levitical Priesthood,” 

«© and the Lord’s Supper in the place of 
the Passover.”” He then applies these | 
observations ‘* to the subject before us.” 

Baptism comes in the place of circumcision. | 
Why? Because, ‘*‘ When God adopted 


Abraham and his posterity to be his pecul- | 


iar people, he commanded them to be 


circumcised ;” ‘* and it appears from the | 


ficulty meets the Dector. ‘* The transition 
from the former economy to the latter im- 
plied a great change ; and that as the Chris- 
tian economy is so widely different from that 
which preceded, we cannot reason from the 


one to the other.’’ 


The Doctor admits the change was great. 
“ But whatever was the nature of the 
change it implied, no diminution of privi- 
leges to children, and of course could have 
no influence to prevent the application 
to them of the seal of the new economy.”’ 
130. But where is baptism called the seal 
of the new economy, or the seal of any- 
thing? Certainly not in the Scriptures. 


representation of Moses and Paul, that Circumcision is called a seal only once. 

those who received this rite were under | 4),-.14m received the sign of circumcis- 
~ebor dl 

special obligations to become holy.” | ion, a seal of the righteousness of his faith. 


‘© Now ifbaptism comes in the place of 


But can it seal the righteousness of faith to 


circumcision, and is, in all important re- | an infant, who is incapable of faith ? ‘The 


spects, designed for the same purpose ; | 
what is the natural inference respecting | 


the extent ofits application?” Alas! This 
inference spoils all the fine spun reasoning 
above recited, and a great deal more which 
I have not recited. The inference is 
“ plainly this ; that it (baptism) is to be 
applied as extensively aT LEasT, as Cir- 
cumcision was.’ But do Pedobaptists 
apply it thus extensively ? Does Dr. Woods 
himself thus apply it ? I presume he does 
not. Ifhe does not, then is his practice at 
variance with his principles. But by 
which shall we be instructed ; by his pre- 
cepts or his example? 

Circumcision has long been a topic, 
which has been made much use of by Pa- 
dobsr ‘s, to prove that Infant Baptism 
is? ane institution. ‘*This reasoning 
’.. Woods once thought inconclusive.” 

-0) But a re-examination brought him 


idea is absurd. “ The requisition of faith 
\in order to baptism, may be thought to be 
a proofthat the application of baptism was 
‘meant to be more limited than that of 
circumcision.” 

The Doctor thus removes the objection. 
'** Of whom was faith required ? Of those 
who were capable of understanding the 
nature of the requisition. The command 
‘to believe could relate to no other.” But 
the command to teach, and the command 
to believe, were co-extensive. Therefvre, 
\whoever was commanded to be taught, 
'was commanded to believe. But infants 
can neither believe nor be instructed. But 
to prove that the requisition was to adults 
‘only, the Doctor has a reason from anal- 
ogy. ‘* Adults, in order to be admitted 
by circumcision into the society of God’s 
people, were required to believe in the 
God of Abrabam.” But where does he 


.0 a different conclusion. Whether he find proof of this? God tells Abraham, 
was the convert of his wishes or of his | ,, he that is bought with thy money of 
reason is left to the judgment of the rea- ‘any stranger must needs be circumcised.” 
der. The command is peremptory. But though 


But it issaid there is an analogy between 
them from which we may reason. There 
is also a great dissimilitude ; and it is a 
maxim, mentioned by Lord Bacon, tn omni 
“xiomate vero constituendo, major est vis 
instantie negative. In the formation of all 
just axioms, the force of the negative instance 


is much more to be regarded than that of | 


| Abraham and his posterity must needs cir- 
cumcise the servants they buy, they are 
‘no where told they must needs make them 
‘believe in the God of Abraham ; and for 
a very good reason, for though they could 
‘compel them to be circumcised, they 
could not compel them to believe. 

As to the import of Infant Baptism, 135 


the affirmative. And he cautions us against) ‘phe utility of Infant Baptism, 138— 
that constant error of the human mind, of | p,jotion of baptised children to the church, 


being msled by resemblances. 


Humane | 1 45_and the Duties of parents and the 


‘ntellectui error est proprius et perpeluus,| church towards baptized children, 146.— 
ub magis moveatur et excitetui, affirmativis | I leave them without reply. Such topics 


quam negativis, 
tism resemble one another only in one cir- 
cumstance. They were initiatory rites. 
All other resemblances are imaginary. 
But they were initiatory rites of a very dif- 
ferent nature. Baptism is the initiatory 
rite of the Christian religion. Circum- 
cision was the initiatory rite of Judaism. 
‘It was a permanent sign. It was achar- 
acteristical mark of Judaism. Birth gave 
aright to it. It belonged to the whole 


Circumcision and Bap-! .35 afford only a priori arguments, which 


can never establish or refute any matter of 
fact. 

There are several argumenta ad honim- 
em frequently recurring in these Lectures, 
the consideration of which I have deferred 
to this place. First, the Christian Sab- 
bath, pp. 17, 18,25, 37,40. . Dr. Woods 
makes great use of the silence of Scrip- 
ture on this subject. But is the Scripture 
silent ? Revelation i. 10—“‘I was in the 


|Spirit on the Lord’s-Day.” “We keep 
the eighth day with gladness,” said Bar- 
nabas, the friend and companion of Paul, 
** the day on which Christ arose from the 
dead.”” Ignatius and Polycarp likewise 
testify to the observance of the Christian 
Sabbath as a common practice. -These 
fathers were cotemporaries with the A- 
posties. I adduce these authorities to 
show, ifany oneshould deny it, that the 
phrase, The Lord’s Day, had the same 
meaning when used by St. John, that it 
has at the presentday. Now when a word 
is in common use, that thething signified 
by it should be in common use too, needs 
not a mathematical process to demonstrate. 
The Christian Sabbath, then, was institu- 
ted in the time of St. John, and he ob- 
served itreligiously. Dr. Woods may still 
say there is no express divine command for 
it. But hereis Apostolic example. And 
he well knows, that one example in Scrip- 


except the law had said, Thou shalt not cov- 
et." — Wakefie'd. 

_ “ But lust [in this passage] is meant the 
inward motions ofsinin the beart.”—Gill. 

Ifwe meditate duly on this passage and 
examine its various aspects and bearings, 
we shall perhaps conclude that it implies 
the following particulars. 

1. ‘The cantinued authority and obliga- 
tion of the ten commandments. ‘This 
passaye was written after the death, res- 
urrection and ascension of Christ. It re- 


The knowledge which it mentions, is that 
special knowledge which he obtained at 
the time ofhisconversion. His conversion 
was subsequent to the ascension of Christ. 
The tenth commandment was then in 
force. ‘The death of Christ had not abol- 
ished it, nor in any measure relaxed its 
obligation. It continued in full force at 
the time wlien the apostle wrote, and was 


ture of Infant Baptism, would immedi- 
ately putan end, with the Baptists, to all | 
controversy on the subject. | 
Female Communion. 
Christian Watchman of October 3, 1828, | 
who takes the signature of Onesimus, has | 
discussed this subject ina manner, which, | 
one would think, might take away all pre- | 
text of advancing again such an argument | 
as Dr. Woods has thought proper to de- | 
duce from it. 
calculated only for those who are skilled | 
in the Greek language. I prefer one a- 

dapted to all classes, to the unlearned as 

well as tothe learned, and such an one, 

I believe, is the following. In the 11th | 
chap. of ! Cor. ver. 28, 29, St. Pau! seys, | 
‘* But let a man examine himself, and so 

let him eat ofthat bread and drink of that 

cup. For he that eateth and drinketh un- 

worthily, &c.”" Now whether females are 

excluded from the sacred supper, or are 

commanded to partake, is decided by the 

meaning of the word mun in this connex- 

ion. fit means a male in distinction from 

a female, then this text does not author- 

ize women to sit down atthe Sacrament 

feast. If the word has its general signifi- 

cation, namely, a human being, then are 

womer commanded to partake. I believe 

no one will deny the following position of 
Mr. Stuart in his letters to Mr. Channing, 

(13) Every word takes @ sense adapted 
to 3 connexion. Keeping this rule in 

mind, let us examinethe context. In this 

chapter, St. Paul addresses the church at 

Corinth, consisting of men and women. 

And he commands them to keep the ordi- 
nances. Among these ordinances, some 
related to the women of the church, Eve- 
ry woman praying and prophesying, verse 

5, and through the chapter generally, men 
and woman are spoken of indiscriminately. 

Nor is there any intimation, that St. Paul 

intended to make a distinction of sex, 
when he directed the members of the 
church to examine themselves, The con- 
text, then, imperiously demauds the gen- 

eral signification of the word man, as the 
sense adapted to the connexion in which 
it stands. ‘Therefore, women were com- 
manded to partake. ‘I'he only preteace 
that the word manis used in this connex- 
ion as excluding the female, is, that this 
is sometimes its meaning. But ‘ to show 
that a word is CAPABLE of another interpre- 
tation is effecting nothing.” (Stuart's Com- 
mentaries, Vol. i. p. 387.) 

The argument may be summed up in 
short, thus. ‘The word man has a general 
signification, that is, a human being. It 
has also a particular signification, that is, 
a man, exclusively of the woman. If the 
word, in its present connexion, has the 
general signification, thenis there a di- 
vine command for women to partake of 
the holy Supper. But I have proved, as’ 
I think, that it has this signification, and, 
consequently, I have proved, that there 1s 
a divme command for women to partake. 

The salvation of infants is another topic 
on which Dr. Woods descants.(133) 
‘* Faith is required in order to salvation, 
as much, certainly, asin order to baptism.” 
But the word Apisteusas, in Mark xvi. 16, 
rendered in our translation, believeth not, 
signifies to reject the Gospel, which in- 
fauts.cannot do, (See Schieusner) and, 
therefore, the text has no reference to 
them. 

The temporal subsistence of infants, 
(134) is on the same principle, as the sal- 
vation of infants. And apun the same 
principle, the argument drawn from it may 
be refuted. In 2 Thess. iii. 1O—.day one, 
who would not work, is forbidden to be 
maintained by the church. But before 
this text can be applied to infants, it must 


be proved that infants have the power to 
will. SENEX. 


EXPOSITOR. 


*¢ [ had not koown lust except the law said— 
Thou shalt not covet.”—-Rom.7. 7. 


binding upon himself personally, though 
he wasa true believer and had been so, 


distinguished as a minister of Christ. 
The apostle does not indeed directly 

assert, the continued authority and obli- 

gation of the laws He proceeds here 


fers to the personal history of the author. | 


** Thad rot huown the wickedness of desire | concupiscence, is the same which is trans- 


lated lust in the preceding verse. The 
lusts of the heart are aroused from their 
_dormancy by the threatening aspect of the 
commandment, and if they are not borne 
down before its power and efficacy, they 
| will be sure to rise in rebellion against it. 
'Ifany one finds difficulty in understandin 
‘this sentiment ; let him carefully wa 
the motions of his own heart, when brought 
In Contact with the commands of the law, 
en he will perhaps find it fully explain- 
ed. 
4. From the want of a proper know- 

ledge of the law, men may be greatly ig- 


_horant of the sinfulness of the lusts which | 


prevail in their hearts. The heart is de- 
_ceitful as well as desperately wicked. 
And among the various deceptions of the 
heart, few things are more deceitful than 
the lust of covetousness. No man will 


' seriously defend a covetous spirit, when 


itis called by its rightname. But is not 
this spirit often concealed under the names 
of frugality, pradence and economy? And 


A writer in the | for a number of years, and was eminently | does not our opposition to it in others, 


sometimes arise from the working of the 
| same spirit in our own hearts? We do not 
| like covetousness in our neighbours, be- 


_cause it thwarts the same principle in our- 


much as Moses doesin the beginning of | selves. ° We have abundant reason to try 


Genesis. Moses does uot directly as- 


But his observations are Sert the divine existence, but taking this | 


for granted, he gues on to speak of the 
work of Godin creating the werld. So 


ed authority and obligation of the ten 
commandments, but considering this, as | 
a matter that none would dispute, he as- | 


sumes it as a position with which to be- | 


and eflicacy of the conmandments, and of | 
the tenth in particular, in detecting and) 
bringing to light the nature, extent and | 
demerit ofsin. We know not, that any) 
were found in his day to deny the author- | 


had not yet entered into the minds of men, 


ter dispensation had loosened the obliga- 
tions which bind man to his Maker. It 
was left to modern ingenuity to dream 
that gospel! liberty is an exemption from 
moral obligation. ‘Those who arein doubt 
on this subject, or who find themselves 
confused about it, would do well to con- 
sider the subject in detail. Let them 
look over the several commandments sep- 
arately. ‘Fake the second table of the 
law. Which of these six Commandments 


looses its obligation upon men when they 
become the disciples of Christ ? Or to 
confine the attention to the passage under 
consideration. Is this tenth command- 


Has God ceased to say to his creatures, 
Thou shalt not covet? Or does he relax 
this command in reference to christians 7 
Does he alluw them to covet, or does he 
cease to forbid them to do so.? Surely 
that man must be exceedingly dark and 
confused i his notions, who can for a mo- 
ment doubt the continued authority and 
obligation of the ten commandments. 
And we are almost ready to conclude that 
we have been ouly beating the air in at- 
'tempting to prove what no one will be 
found to deny. 

2. The pssage more directly implies 
the power and efficacy ofthe ten cummand- 
ments in detecting and exposing the nature 
and extent of sin. [had not known lust 
except the law had said Thou shalt not 
covet. ‘That is, I should not have known 
the sinfulness of the lust of covetousnzes» 
if | had not become acquainted with that 
particular command which forbids it. <A 
covetous lust might have sprung up in the 
heart ; it might have greatly prevailed ; 


it might have been greatly misunderstood, 
and its odious nature in a great measure 


gin, and goesonto tell us of the power | 


has ceased to be in force 1 Which of them | 


ment abolished by the death of Christ 7? | 


and would certainly have been sinful, but | 


our own hearts, and to pray to the Lord to 
search us that we may know what manner 
Of spirit we ave of We brought nothing 
into the world with us, and we can carry 


Paul does not directly assert the continu- |‘ nothing out ; and having food and raf- 


ment, why should we not therewith be 
content ? 


SELECT COMMENTS. 
 Psalin, ealiv. 4, 
Man is like to vanity, his days ate a shad- 
ow that passeth away. 
‘** Accordingly two sors of the first man 
carried in their names a memorandum of 


ity and obligation of the law of God. It | what they and their posterity were to ex- 
pect. Cain signifies possession, Abel, 


that the introduction of the new end bet- | vanity. All the possessions of the world 


are of a vanishing nature, and liable to a 
speedy decay ; or rather, they are not 
possessions, but pageants, which whilst 
they please us, pass away from us in a mo- 
ment. Those we have here, are running 
banquets, and served in with state, but 
soon over. How many doth swift de- 
struction snatch every day out of the arms 
of worldly felicity, and stab to the heart 
with one blow. Behold Belshazzar in 
his cups struck into a deadly trembling. 
Herod whom the people had newly in- 
vested with Godhead, ere it was well on, 
become a prey to worms ; and the rich 
man, in his feast of delicacy, talking of 
prosperity laid up for many years; but 
that very nighthis soul was required tu 
pay the reckoning.”’—Dr. Arrowsmith. 
Matt. zi. 28, 29. 
Take my yoke upon you, &c.. 

‘** God would not rest from his works of 
creation, till man was formed: man can- 
not rest from his longing desires of indi- 
gence, till God be enjoyed. Now since 
the fall, God is not to be enjoyed, but in, 
and through a mediator ; therefore, when 
any man closeth with Christ, and net till 
then, he may say withthe Psaimist, “‘Re- 
| aru Ufito thy rest, O my soul, for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.” 
That which the King of Saints testified, 
will be most easily attested by his loyal 
subjects. Enquire of such as are yet mil- 
itant upon earth, wherein their i 
consists : the answer will be in having 
** fellowship with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ.”” Let those who are 
triumphant, be asked what it is that rey- 
ders heaven so glorious, their glory so in- 
‘comprehensible, ye shall have no other 
account bat this, itis because they have 


now attained a complete fruition of that 
| all-sufficient, all-satisfying, ever-blessed, 


concealed. But the commandment serv- | #"d ever blessing object, God in Christ. 


ed to rouse it from its lurking place, to | 4? 


bring it forth into the light and to expose | . Asaiah, tv. 2. 


its true nature. The law entered that the 
offence might abound. One purpose for 
which the law was published at Sinai, 
written on tables of stone, and afterwards 
inserted inthe sacred scriptures, was to 
show men the abundance of their offences, 
and fur the same purpose it should be ex- 
plained and enforced by the ministers of 
the word, and fur the same purpose too it 
is applied to the conscience under the in- 
fluence of the Huly Spirit. Many besides 
Paul can say—IJ was alive without the law 
once, but when the commundment came, stn 
revived and I died. 

3. Sins of the heart arc sometimes irri- 
tated and so increased, rather than dimin- 
ished by means of the commands of the 
law. ‘This sentiment is more clearly ex- 
pressed in the following verse. ‘“ But 
sin taking occasion by the commandment 
wrought in me all mannes of concupis- 


‘«« Lust” “ Any violent or irregular desire.” 
—Johnson. 


cence.” The Greek word here rendered | 


Wherefore do ye spend your money for 
that which is not bread 1? 


‘* Words applicable both to worldlings, 
and to such believers as have not yet 
clear of the world. ist ‘To worldlings 
who manifestly spend not their money on 
ly, but their souis for that which is not 
bread. In the Lord’s Prayer bread is put 
for all necessaries, and used in the Lord’s 
Supper, to signify the absolute necessity 
of receiving Christ, by whom spiritual 
life is supported, as atural life is by 
bread. Now the accommodations doated 
on by_men of the world, and often pur- 
chased with the loss of salvation, are just- 
ly said not to be bread, because they are 
neither absolutely to be had, nor able to 
support such as enjoy them. 

‘* A man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance which he possesseth,” saith 
our saviour. Weelth indeed, is an ecces- 
saty good, but no necessary bleasiag. 


208 


None are made really bappy 


by it. 


is abandantly rich 
in the midst of poverty, and doth not 
make treasure his God, as the servants of 
Mammon do, but God his treasure.” —J6. > 


Matt. vi. 14, 16. 


If ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
sfeavenly Father will forgive you, Wc. 


‘© Whence it followeth, that persons ad- 
dicted to revenge, so oft as they repeat 
that petition, ** forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against 
us,” doin effect, make a dreadful impre- 
cation against themselves, and fetch down 
a curse instead of a blessing. For he that 
saith with his tongue, Lord, I pray thee to 

forgive me, as I forgive others ; but mean- 
while in his heart saith, 1 cannot, I will 


A|sake of the christian cause, and the feel- 
christian may be hap ithout it, ; really | ings of the christian community, I trust 1s 
happy, yea, and really wealthy too ; for he|the climax of his 

possesseth Christ |) 


=_— 


U 


uncharitableness and 
In these sentences 
he conveys an idea that after the mission. 
aries had arrived in India, and while they 
were perplexed with the order of the East 
India company’s Governor toreturn, three 
of them, viz. Mr. Judson and his wife, 
and Mr. Rice, changed their sentiments. 
His catholic and truly historical express- 
ion is ** deserted them and joined the Bap- 
tists. 

‘The generality of your readers, Mr. 
Editor, may be ignorant of facts upon this 
subject but it requires an immensely 
greater stretch of christian charity for me 
to suppose that G. S. P. is ignorant of 
them, than, as he says, to ‘“* suppose 
they,” (these three missionaries) were in- 


misrepresentation. 


not forgive sueh a one, doth he not by 
consequence say to God, forgive not me ? 
doth he not pronounce himself unworthy 
of pardon, and in effect, subscribe to the 
sentence of his own condemnation ?’’—10. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN INDIA VIN- 
DICATED. 


The numbers referred toin the following 
article from the *“* New-Haven Chronicle,” 
were noticed by us last week; and we then 
intended to wait until the gentleman to whom 
we have transmitted the numbers of G. S. P. 
(and who bas before him ail the facts aud doc- 
uments regarding the case) should furnish us 
with a full refutation of this calumoy. But 
finding the following strictures in the same 
paper which published the obnoxious oum- 
bers, we now give them an insertion in the 
Secretary, reserving to ourselves the right of 
a more formal statement of the charges and a 
reply hereafter. We are somewhat surprised 
that the editor of a political paper of the re- 
spectahle rank which the ** Chronicle” holds, 


should be induced to admit into its columes, 
articles of the character of these numbers. 


From the New Haven Chronicle. 
Mr. Editor— 


A correspondent of yours, using G. S. 
P. as his signature, has, recently, favour- 
ed the public with “* Sketches of the ori- 
vin and early progress of modern Foreign 
Missions.” 

Articles upon this subject, when writ- 
ten with candor, and free from acrimony, 
ure not only admissible ina paper of the 
character of the Chronicle, but desirable, 
and, in my opinion, calculated to effect 
great benefit in a christian community. 
Supposing no other spirit but that which 
warms and animates the breast of the 
Christian philanthropist, could have indu- 
ced any writer in your columns, to appear 


before the public at this period, I took up. 


his first number with pleasant anticipa- 
tions, and, butfor one paragraph, should 
have felt myself amply rewarded for the 
time spent jn its perusal. [ allude to a 
statement of Mr. Felix Carey’s operations 
in 1814, and subsequently and particular- 
lyto the closing inference.—I however, 
imputed to this inadvertency, and continu- 
ed to peruse the numbers as they came out, 
but the repetition of sentences as excep- 
tionable and uncharitable as that, and even 
coloured with misrepresentation, has in- 
duced me to notice him in this manner, 
lest the public should be misled, and pre- 
judiced upon a subject of such general in- 
terest. 

In the 3d number, G.S. P. accuses Mr. 
Judson of rashness because he partially 
engaged himself inthe London Missionary 
Society. But upon what ground is this 
accusation predicated? G.S. P. would 
lave us believe it was because Mr. Jud- 
sonwassem {2 that society solely to 
‘make inquiries.” But can this writer 
or any other rational being, really believe 
that Dr. Judson whose punctillious regard 
for the word of God, his conscience and 
every principle of honour has been tested 
by 15 years trial, in prosperity and in ad- 
versity, could so far transcend the limits 
of his instructions, as to enter into any en- 
gayements incompatible with his acknowl- 
edged liberty? With all my fears for 
mankind originating in the inspired doc- 
trine of the deceitfulness and desperate 
wickedness of the human heart, [ must 
exercise more charity for my fellow men 
than to attach even the supposition to 
them, that they really believe it. Unfor- 
tunately for your correspondent he be- 
trayed his unfriendly feelings towards Dr. 
Judson personally, by the unguarded ad- 
mission with which he closes his third 
number. Here he states the American 
Board ** resolved to make a vigorous efl- 
ort to obtain funds: if they failed, to 
place the missionaries under the care of 
the London Missionary Society.” Now 
even admitting that Mr. Judson was 
rash in entering into a partial engagement 
with the London Society; he was not 
more so thanthe American Board them- 
selves. A circumstance surely, that 
should have been considered by his ene- 


duced to take this step by motives of in- 
terest, rather than than those of duty, or 
real benevolence.” Your correspondent 
has exhibited too much knowledge of mis- 
sionary proceedings, to plead ignorance 
in this particular, and if he is ignorant, 
and hs informed himself only from the 
documents of Dr. Judson’s enemies, let 
him lay aside his pen until he has investi- 
gated the subject properly, and his pas- 
sions, now inflamed by prejudices, become 
moderated. 

The truth is, Mr. Editor, Dr. Judson 
and his wife, and Mr. Rice, changed their 
religious opinions, and became baptists in 
sentiment, during their passage to India ; 
and when they landed on heathen soil, 
availed themselves of the first favorable 
opportunity to submit to the requisition of 
the New Testament, and follow the foot- 
steps of their Divine Master in the ordi- 
nance of baptism. ‘¢ It is” not ** difficult 
with such facts before us,” to suppose 
that conscientious christians like these, 
would have taken “ this step,” were the 
prospect before them an immediate re- 
turn to their county, or even an immedi- 
ate and unobstructed entrance upon their 
favorite labours. 

But, Sir, | am absolutely at a loss to 
/comprehend G. 8. P. when he talks about 
motives of interest in this transaction. 
What self-interest could these missiona- 
ries suppose they could promote by such 
a procedure ? There was no Baptist Fo- 
reign Missionary Society in this country, 
at that time, to which they couldlook for 
‘support. There were, itis true, such so- 
cieties, but they were extremely feeble, 
they had made no arrangements for the 
support of a foreign mission, and the prin- 
ciples of their organization were too lim- 
ited for such a purpose. With these 
facts these missionaries were well ac- 
quainted, and they could not consistently, 
go forward in their labours, even if por- 
mitted by the government, relying upon 
support from the United States. Nor 
could they calculate with certainty upon 
sapport from English Baptists, since they 
had arrived in the country as American 
citizens, and the governor had prohibited 
them, for that reason, from continuing 
there. ‘The prospects were darker than 
those of their companions who continued 
under the patronage of the American 
Board, and involved in uncertainties 
far more distressing than those could have 
experienced, they commenced their for- 
lorn wanderings, which at length carried 
them to the Burman shores, where, 
amidst prisons, robbery, and pestilence, 
and 1n the face of ferocious enemies, and 
death itself, they have sealed the consci- 
entious sincerity of their hearts, by a de- 
votedness to their Lord, never excelled 
since the apostolic age. 

I do not wishto be too severe in my 
strictures upon your correspondent, but 
his communications are so replete with 
uncharitableness, and lack so much that 
essentiu: quality of missionary history, 
candor, I believe him jusi!y deserving my 
remarks. 

I have no objection tothe statement of 
facts, if, indeed, he state facts, but a _his- 
torian has nothing to do with motives ; 
and a christian shou'd keep aloof from 
all uncharitableness of opinion as well 
as practice. 


OBSERVATOR. 


HONORABLE TESTIMONY TO 
THE VALUE OF MISSIONS. 


By a British Minister. 


We have much pleasure in laying be- 
fore our readers the following extract 
from a letter written by the Colonial Sec 
retary (Mr. Huskisson) to the Lieutenant 
Governor of Jamaica, dated 22d Septem- 
ber, 1827; stating the reasons which led 
to the refusa!, on the part of the govern- 
ment at home, to sanction an Act passed 
by the Colonial government for altering 
and amending the Slave Laws of Jamai- 
ca. 

‘‘ If it had been possible, in the consid- 
eration of the Act to whichI refer, to 
have abstractcd from it some clauses 
which, I must own to you, appear to me 
more in the nature of what, in Parliamen- 
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Jamaica. . Without personal predilections | 
in the doctrines either of the Wesleyans, 
Moravians, or other Protestant Dissent-| 


ligent persons acquainted with the Colo-- 
nies, and upon these matters as impartial | 
as myself, that these Missionaries (espe- | 
cially in the absence of an adequate church 

establishment) had materially contributed 

to the religious and moral instruction of | 
the slaves, inculcating, as a part of that | 
instruction, contentment with their lot, 

and the duties of peaceable behaviour, | 
and of obedience to their owners. This | 
prepossession in favour of the usefulness | 
of their labours, I believe to be general in | 
this country ; and sure I am, that there is 
no feeling more general than that which 
revolts at any attempt to visit with punish- 
ment and degradation the conscientious 
teachers of Christianity, of whatever de- 

nomination, for such acts as those which | 
are prohibited, or raised into offences, by | 
the clauses in question. 
‘* Not to draw invidious comparisons 
between ministers of the Protestant and | 
the Catholic church, I will content myself) 
with asking, How could it possibly be ex- 
pected that we should advise his Majesty 
to prohibit and punish, in the persons of 
the former, acts, the doing of which the 
same law takes especial care expressly to 
permit to the professors of Judaism ? 

‘*] have said, I amsure, enough to im- 
press upon your mind, that it would not 


in anguish of spirit, was heard to cry out, | 


from such restraints and persecution injon her mind. “She remained for some | 
time in great distress of mind ;- and often, | 


‘* O that Judgment Tract! that Judgment | 


last she was led to indugle a trembling | 


ger, and point them to the Lamb of ¢ Jod 
without any apparent success, till Lal. nos; 
sunk in despondency. But the Lord has 
been pleased in infinite mercy during the 


ers, I have always understood, from intel- | Tract!—it has sealed my. doom "” At | last winter, and fall preceding, to dj ect 


some of the sharp arrows of his word to 


hope of having passed from ‘ death un- the hearts of those who had long rebel! eq 


to life.” ( 
sickness, and has ever since given good 
evidence of piety. 
Hi 
the mest powerful means of her conver- 
sion.—.din. Tr. Mog. 


“AN ARROW THROWN ATA 
VENTURE.” 


Usefulness of ** the Swearer’s Prayer.” 


The following curious letter was re- 
ceived by the Corresponding Secretary 
from an individual in Alabama, of whom 
he had had no previous knowledge what- 
ever. It may serve tu show in how great 
a variety of methods the distribution of 
Tracts is the means of good. 


‘** Dear Sir,—I received your kind let- 


‘ter, accompanied wi h three small ‘Tracts 


called the ‘* Swearer’s Prayer,” which | 
have read with a feeling heart, and must 
confess they have been the means of my 
abandoning the vile and profane practice 
of swearing, and many other evils of 
which I was habitually guilty. 

‘* | feel under great obligations to you 
for your kindness, and I wish I could be- 
come more acquainted with you, that I 


be in the power of his majesty’s govern- 
ment at any time hereafter to countenance 
regulations of this description; and to 
show you the necessity of strictly attend- 
ing to that part of my public despatch of 
this date, which enjoins you not to assent 
to any bill imposing restraints of this na- 
ture, unless a clause be inserted for sus- 
pending its operation until his Majesty’s 
pleasure shall-be known.”—L£van. Mag. 


MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 

No body of Christians in proportion to 
their numbers and means, have ever made 
such persevering and successful exertions 
for the spread of the Gospel as the United 
Brethren ; none have ever manifested in 


might be able to compensate you in some 
way at least. 1 should like to have your 
name, as you signed at the bottom of your 
letter, ‘‘an affectionate but unknown 
friend.” I am ata loss to know how you 
ever knew there was such a being on 
earth as me, and would be very thankful 
if you would inform me on the subject, as I 
can no way account for it. 

‘t I presented two of the Tracts to my 
young friends, and do believe they are 
much benefitted by them.—ib. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
The joy and congratulations which the 
safe arrival of the missionaries at these 
‘islands has spread through the Christian 


This Tract Rev. Mr. | 
says he has no doubt was among | 


a more eminent manner, the work of faith, | community, have been somewhat damped 
and labor of love, and patience of hope. by a fact subsequently developed. ‘The 
Ancient and primitive in its constitution, captain of the Parthian, in which they 
always resisting the Papal usurpations, the ‘sailed, failed to execute a material part 
history of their church has been written | Of tha contract of the owners, and com- 
in the blood of a long catalogue of mar-|pelled the passengers to perform many 
tyrs. In the very midst of their fiery tri- | memial services, and subjected them to 
als they published several editions of the! Various inconveniences, which much af- 
Bible in the vulgar tongue. Long after| fected the comfert of the mirsionariesfon 
other countries were in the enjoy:ent of| their passage. The Board have published 
the Reformation, they were visited with| an account of the circumstances, from 
the most oppressive and cruel persecu- which it appears that the evils complain- 
tion, and were often driven nearly to the 
brink of extermination. On one of those 


She afterwards recovered from against him ; andthey have been made to 


taste the preciousness of redemption.”. 
C, Star. 


+ Revival in Gallatin, Ten.—-Upwards 0)" 
_600, or perhaps nearly 700, in that place 
| and its vicinity have professed religion in 
the course of the last ten weeks. ~ 
—> 


Baptist General Tract Society. 


The Anniversary of this Society was held 
inthe Meeting House of the First Baptist 
Church in this city, on Wednesday eve- 
ning last. ‘The annual report presented a 
pleasing view of the operations of the So- 
ciety during the past year. ‘The receipts 
into the ‘Treasury have exceeded $5000 ; 
more than 300 pages of stereotype plates 
have been added to the former stock. 
Many works of permanent value have been 
sent out—such as Pearce’s Memoirs, Pen- 
gilly on Baptism, Hall on the Spirit, &c. 
—Col. Star. 


Juniata Baptist Association, Pa. for 
1828. ~ 
John Hutchinson was appointed Mode- 
rator, and Joseph Miles, Clerk. ‘Thirty- 
eight were added by baptism during the 
past year, the whole number 456 .— J. 


The Fathers, where are they ?—T wo 
more of the fathers in the ministry ceased 
from their labours on the 26th ult. Elder 
Peter P. Roots of Mendon, Monroe co. 
and Elder Elias Lee, of Ballston Spa. 
The former came into this country when 
it was but a wilderness, and has laboured 
as a missionary in the western counties aq 
great part of his life. The latter is more 
particularly known to the churches at the 
east, though his writings have givea him 
celebrity through the state. He was a 


man of great natural strength of mind, and 
skilful in argument. 


CAUSES OF AN UNFRUITFUL MIN. 
ISTRY. 


The want of experience-meetings. It is 
written of the people of God of old, * Then 


they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another : and the Lord hearkened and 
heard, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the 
Lord and that thought upon his name.” 
Mal. iii. 16. ‘* Consider one another, 


to provoke unto love and good works.” 
ed of have not arisen from any want of 


Heb. ix. 34. Ifsome method could be 


mies, as some atonement for his crime, tary parlance, may be called a ‘tack,’ 
and by his friends as cne evidence that/than as strictly relevant to the subject 
the purtial engagement, was not without| matter of the law itself, [ might, perhaps, 
high sanction. But Tam making & US€-| have felt more hesitation than I have now 
less waste of time in vindicating that ex-| jp concurring with my coileagues in ad- 
cellent servant of God, and successful vising his Majesty to reject the present 
missionary of the cross, from the imputa-|jaw. The causes to which I more partic- 
aan of rashness. His consummate pru- ularly advert, are those which appear, I 
= is known tothe world. must say, to have been framed in a spirit 
n the 4th number of your correspond-| of intolerance towards the religious mis- 
ent, area few sentences which, for the sions which have so long existed exempt 


occasions, their Bishop A. Comenius, be 

queathed the remnant of his church to the 
parental care of the church of England, 
as the bulwark of the Protestant faith, a 
bequest to which, he doubted not, that 
church would do justice. It was in their 
flight from their native Moravia, during a 
persecution which harrassed them from 
the commencement of the last century, 
that they settled in Germany, and though 
a small and exiled body, they began within 
a few years to send out missionaries to 
the most inhospitable regions, and to the 


known world. Wherever our species 
were mostignorant, most brutalized, most 
wretched, there have they gone, and vol- 
untarily submitted to dangers and priva- 
tions of every kind, for the purpose of in- 
structing them in the first and most es- 


care on their part, or on the part of the |divised by which the people of God could 
owners of the vessel, but solely from the | ‘‘ speak often one to another,” to ‘ com- 
faithlessness of the Captain.—Chr. Mis-|fortone another and edify one another,” 


most savage aud degraded tribes of the | 


sionary. 


EPISCOPAL MISSION TO GREECE. 


Welearn that the Rev. J. J. Rosertson, 
having been appointed by the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, asan Agent 
to visit Greece, with the hope of opening 


a Mission there under the auspices of that 


Society, sailed from this place on Wed- 
nesday morning, in the brig 'Tenedos, for 
Smyrna. Mr. R. willland at Malta. 


Levi Wolff, a brother of Joseph Wolff, 
the missionary, has lately renounced Ju- 


daism, in Bohemia, where he was reader 


in a synagogue—has removed to Dresden, 


sential of the arts of civilized life, and of 
offering them the hopes and consolations 
of Christianity. They have thus been ef- 
fectual to the conversion of the Green- 
danders ; they are laboring among the 
Esquimaux ; the North American Indians; 
tire ii€yro slaves in the Japan Islands and 
in Dutch Guiana; and the ficttentats. 
They have maintained the original char- 
acter and constitation of their church 
through all their vicissitudes, and amidst 
the anprecedented hardships which have 
accompanied their labors among the 
heathen. “Their success may chiefly be 
ascribed, under the blessing of God, to 
the simplicity and constancy with which 
they exhibited the cross of Christ as the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.— 
The extent of this success has been 
great ; they now employ about.two hun. 
dred laborers, and number in their congre- 
gations upwards of 40,000 converts. The 
annual expenditures of their missions, | 
beyond what the establishments furnish to. 
their own support, about 10,000/, and, un- 
til recently, has been wholly and cheer- 
fully supported by a community far from | 
being either numerous or opulent, but of 


and is now, with his wife, who is like-| 


of the London Jews’ Society. 


Foretcn Missions.—The sum of $12,- 
427 62 was raised last year in the city of 
New-York, for Foreign Missions. On 


‘the extra-effort, subscriptions amounting 


to $6,445 remain unpaid. Total pay- 
ment and subscriptions, $18,872 62 — 
An association was recently formed in 
the Presbyterian Church, Bowery—* and 
as an earnest, says the N, Y. Observer, 
of what may be expected from this inter- 
esting congregation, nearly or quite $1500 
were subscribed on the spot.” 
—Qe—— 


REVIVALS. 
The blessed Lord Jesus is still pouring 


out his Spirit upon this church and the 
churches round. Since our last publica- 


minded, receiving Christian instruction in| 
the family of Mr. Goldberg, a missionary 


the members of christian churches would 
| more eminently be ‘* livingepistles known 
and read ofali men,” for their respective 
ministers and pastors. If the church be 
not ‘*a peculiar people zealous of good 
works,” their improper conduct will great- 
|ly paralyze the exertions of the most pious 
and indefatigable ministers. It is desira- 
‘ble that some experienced correspondent 
would suggest the best method of con- 
| ducting the meetings of the people of God 
| for mutual edification. 
Inattentiontoinguirers. Itisfeared that 
many valuable impressions of the word 
are iost through want of attention in those 
‘who ‘“* watch for souls.” Ministers can- 
not know all that are seriously disposed ; 
the principle active members should assist 
‘in encouraging the feeble minded. A 
regular meeting for inquiries appears im- 
portant. In the church of D—, these 
| meetings are held, and one inquirer brings 
another ll a highly interesting group as- 
semble, either on the Lord’s day evening 
after the usual service, or in the week 
day,each ‘* asking the way to Zion.”— 
The missionaries in Jamaica speak of their 
numerous inquiriers. May every church 
be increasingly blessed with them, and 
may they go on from strength to strength 
‘in Zion, appearing before God! 
| Continuance of a minister after his use- 
fulness has ceased.—-Some are useful as 
‘regular ministers, to the close of a long 
life ; but this is not the case of all. It 
appears strictly consonant with reason 
and scripture, that when the labors of a 
‘minister begin to decline and the cause 
of Christ to die in his hands, it is his duty, 
if he would be “ clear of the blood of all 


| 


tion, twenty believers have been immerf-| men,” to seek assistance in the great 


sed and added to the church in this place. 
Thirteen at Little Union, twelve at Mill 


Creck ; and six at Bardstown.— Ken. Rec. | 


Extract of a letter from brother Isaac 


the most exemplary industry and frugali- | 
ty.—Epis. Wateh. 


—>—_—— 

** THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
The Rev. Mr. H 
of New-York, relates the following cir- 
cumstances respeetinga young lady, an 
orphan, the daughter of a clergyman. 
She had been piously educated ; had oft- 
en been the subject of serious impres- 
sions, and had as often resisted the influ- 
ences of the Spirit. At length she was 
taken sick. During her sickness, Mr. 
H visited her; and, after a sol- 
emn and affectionate conversation, put 
into her hands the Tract entitled the 
** Day of Judgment.”” This seemed to 
have the effect of fastening conviction up- 


work, and not undo in the decline of life 
what has been done in his more active 
and useful days. . 

A want of local and village meetings for 
prayer and exhortation appears detrimen- 


Chapline tothe publisher of the Recor- | tal to the cause of Christ. In populous 
der, dated Mercer County, Dec. 19th,' towns and cities, a single cause or even 


1828. | 


two are not sufficient to maintain a gener- 


Dear brother,—The Lord has once (al influence, without district meetings for 


, of the state | more visited Shawnerun, and our neigh-! religious purposes, aided by a frequent 


bors and neighbors’ children are bowing to| visiting of the people, as in the present 
the reign of grace-—there are but few yet, Loan Tract System. The unconverted 
who have owned the Lord Jesus as their | are asleep, and they need arousing to at- 
Saviour. About 40 came forward last! tend to “ the things that belong to their 
Sabbath to unite in prayer to Almighty | peace, before they are forever hid from 
God. In haste, yours, their eyes.” Adjacent hamlets, villages, 
poor-houses, infirmaries, jails, &c. should 
be visited. It is often said, ** We have 

The Rev. John Monroe—writes us from | not persons to go.” But why have we 
Montpelier, Richmond co. (N. C.) as fol-| not as well as other branches of the 
lows—‘* During the two years preceding church of Christ ? Is it not because too 
the present, I had been trying in a public | little attention and encouragement are 
manner, to warn poor sinners of their dan-! given totalent ? The sentiment of Moses 


I. Cuariine. 


<jould intluence us.--"* Would God, that 
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| public weal ; if ardent and unremitting efforts 


POETRY. 


A RETROSPECT. 
BY J. MONTGOMERY. 


I left the God of truth and light, 

I left the God which gave me breath, 
To wander in the wilds of night, 

To perish in the snares of death ! | 


Sweet was His service ; Aa His yoke 
light and easy to = 
Throonhedi bis bunds of love I broke ; 
I cast away His gifts in scorn. 


‘d in folly’s giddy maze ; 

, — ‘aneale Ino nee, ond chas’d the wiad ; 
But falsehood lurk’d in all her ways, 
Her laughter left a pang behind. 


I dream’d of bliss in pleasure’s bower 
While pillowing roses stayed my head 
But serpents hiss’d among the flowers, 


Nature and danger of his d 


es an apology tot 
tice of prevaric 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


he physican for the prac- | 
ation ; but the intelligent, | 
nd highminded physician, | 


the honorable a a yp ma pig 


will never thank the world | 
apology. He needs not resort to faise- | 
hood to shelter him from the charge of | 
error or want of skill. He desires not to 
augment the difficulty of his cases, or to 
enhance the importance of his cures. | 

Falsehood is the offspring of a debased | 
and grovelling mind, and is resorted to) 
only to cover ignorance, 
workings of a dishonest 
character does it appear more odious than 
in that of the physician. 

Of all lying,” says Dr. Jo 
have the greatest abhorrence of telling a 


Although there are many cases in which 


I woke, and thorns were all my bed. 


In riches then I sought for joy, 

And plac’d in glittering ore my trust ; 
Bot found that gold was all alloy, 

And worldly treasures fleeting dust. 


I woo'd ambition—climb’d the pole, 
And shone among the stars,—but fell 

Headlong, in all my pride of soul, 
Like Lucifer, from heaven to hell. 


Now r, and lost, and trampled down, 

Wliere shall the chief of sinners fly, 

Almighty vengeance, from thy frown : 
Eternal justice, from thy eye ? 


Lo! through the gloom of guilty fears, 
My faith discerns a dawa of grace ; 
My Sun of Righteousness appears 
In Jesus’ reconciling face. 
My suffering, slain and risen Lord ! 
n deep distress I turn to Thee— 


I claim acceptance on thy word, ’ 
My God! my God ! forsale not me * 


Prostrate before thy mercy seat, 
I dare not, if I would, despair ; 


None ever perisbh’d at thy fect. 
Andi wi Sie Bifover there. 
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Our readers, and particularly the friends 
of “ the Columbian College,” in the District 
of Columbia, will, we doubt not, be much 


it is highly proper for the physician to en- 
courage the hopes of his patient and d 
sipate his fears, there is no case in which 
‘it is justifiable to doit at the expense of 
truth ! aly 
| ‘Toconceal from a dying man his situa- 
\ton, not only involves a sacrifice of truth, 
but is a violation of the highest principles 
of honor and justice. __ ; 
Maintain, gentlemen, 10 all your infer- 
course with your fellow men, a sacred re- 
gard to truth: make it your polar star, and 
it shall prove your grand moral beacon in 
every situation of life. 
Remember the favourite maxim of that 
venerable moralist and philosopher, Wil- 
liam Penn. ‘Aman of veracity,” says 
he, ‘is a true man, a bold man, a steady 
‘man. Heis to be trusted and relied upon. 
No bribes can corrupt him, no fears daunt 
him.” Be assured that where this prin- 
ciple is wanting, you will look in vain for 
any other virtue. 
2. Be attentive to the sufferings of the 
poor. 
This is a virtue for which our profession 
'has generally been highly distinguished. 
There have been but few physicians in 
‘any age or country, so merciless as to 


7 ‘ - : 
withhold their professional services from 


i , furnish- | courteous Manners, or an unfeeling heart, 
ee ies ‘have ever possessed the confidence and 


or to concealthe| _ 
heart; and in no this sacred day, set apa 


hnson, ‘I day of rest and devotion, it has to 


‘been a day of professional study, 


lie to a sick man for fear of alarming him.” | 


d dis- | 


There is no subject, gentlemen on 
which [ would entreat you with more 


earnestness than upon,tpis. {t is a rock 
on which many of oug profession lave 
foundered, a whirlpool into which many of 
them have been drawn. 

The habits and the occupation of the 
physician expose him peculiarly to the 
vice of intemperance. The arduousness 
confidence, gratitude and respect. ‘and the irregularity of his business, his 

4. Maintain a due observance of the | exposure to the vicissitudes and inclem- 
Sabbath. ‘encies of the season, the interruption to 

It is a stigma onthe profession, that | his hours of repose, all seem to call fur 
rt for the most. refreshment, and furnish his friends with 
has been so little re-| an apology for constantly urging upon him 


Instead of a’ the use of ardent spirits. 
: o often! But, gentlemen, beware how you yield 
or de-| to such solicitations. Though there may 
voted to such duties as could be peformed | seem to be no danger at first, when it is 
equally well on other days of the week. | known that you Can joi your friends ms 
Indeed, some physicians have been in the | social glass you will be surrounded by 
habit of rese: ving all their consulting vis- | merry companions, and solicitude to drink 


‘its for the Sabbath so far as circumstan- | at every house and upon every occasion. 
‘ces would admit, and of appropriating} Recollect that no person ever became a 
this day to the performing of such surgi- | drunkard at once. In almost every case 
cal operations as did not require immedi- | the progress is slow and imperceptible. 
ate attention, and for no other reason than | and probably no one ever felt the least ap- 
because it is a day of leisure on which | prehension of danger, when he began to 
the members of the profession can more | fall. But he advances by degrees, and at 
conveniently be assembled. But the| every step his path becomes more steep, 
practice, it is believed, is subsiding in| and every day adds a new and a stronger 
our country, and the Sabbath is more /link to the chain that binds him beyond 
generally respected than it has been in |.the hope of deliverance. asi 
times past. How many an unwary traveller in our 

The observance of the Sabbath, and an | profession has thus fallen ; and:how affec- 
attendance on such devotional exercises | ting to see a cultivated mind lose its pol- 
as are within your reach, is a duty you | ish and its dignity, brilliant talents cloud- 
are bound to perform as far as is compat-} ed, and strong powers enervated ; to see 
ible with the urgency of the cases com- 
mitted to your care ; and it will seldom 
happen that your cases are so urgent, or 
your practice so extensive, as not to be 


disposed of during the interva 
worship. 'to preserve your minds in that unclouded 


Dr. Rush used to say that he never’ state, which may render you equally able 
knew atime when his professional busi- | at all times to pronounce on the cases you 
ness in Philadelphia did not admit of his may be called to investigate, but because 
attendance on public worship at least’ it is a virtue which you will often find it 


affection of their patients, or the respect 
of the public. ae. 

Study, gentlemen, so to unite in your 
deportment, tenderness with firmness, 
condescension with dignity, sedateness of 
manner with cheerfulness of spirit, as to 
inspire the minds of your patients with 


iinportant purposes, 
garded by medical men. 


| 


ardent spirit! 
Universal temperance is incumbent on 


inculcate the importance of this duty on | and which you will enforce with but little 
his pupils. effect, if it is not regularly exemplified in 


joy of promoting and Strengthening tie 


| good resolutions of your patients, and es. 


pecially if suffering under the consequen. 
ces of vicious conduct, ought never to be 
neglected. Your council and reproof wij] 
be listened to with respect, and received 
as tokens of friendship, whenever they are 
imparted at proper seasons, and evineg g 
sincere ‘nterest in the welfare of the indi. 
vidual to whom they are addressed, 

You will sometimes be made the depos. 
itary of secrets, and such, too, as deepl 
concern the happiness of families and the 
welfare of fociety. Whatever you thus 
receive, preserve inviolable. 

You will often have it in your power to 
prevent family discord, and to lieal family 
feuds. You will hold the reputation of 
many in yourhands. In such cases it wil! 
be your duty to throw the mantle of chari- 
ty over the frailties of human nature, and 
‘*to do to others as you would that they 
should do to you.” 

Thus armed with the panoply of virtue, 
we fear not to bid you go. Go, gentle- 
men, enter the abodes of wretchedness 
and distress, and while you dispense the 
powers of the healing art, forget not to 
comfort the aching heart, to calm the 
heaving breast, and to wipe away the tear 
of sorrow. Let the widow, and the or- 
phan, find in you a guide and protector ; 
the youth, a bright example of moral vir- 
tue ; and the aged, a staff to sustain him 
in his decrepitude. 

And when each of you, after a Jong life 
of eminent services, shall have sunk to 
the grave, may the traveller who passes 


the noblest work of the Deity shattered | b 
and laid in ruins, by the terrible agency of | lies the dust of an honest man, one who 


1 of public, you, not merely as essentially requisite | 


half of the day, and he never failed to your duty to inculcate on your patients, | 


gratified with the perusal of the following ad- ‘the poor, or so avaricious as to exact from 
dress of Dr. Sewall to the graduating class in them the pittance necessary to procure 
the Medical department of that Institution.— | the comforts of life. ‘The great and good 
It assuredly does honour to his head, and bis of our profession, in all times, have re- 


heart. garded their attendance on the poor as a 


Another custom, recommended and 
practised by this distinguished philanthro- 
pist and physician, will be equally worthy 
of your imitation as soon as your circum- 
stances will admit ; that of bestowing all 


your own conduct. 

Shun, gentlemen, the first temptation 
which may assail you, and when it shall 
be once known that you are inexorable, 
your acquaintance will cease their impor- 


A Charge delivered to the Graduating Class 
of the Columbian College, D. C., at the 
Medical Commencement, March 22d 
1827. 

By Tromas Sewatt, Professor of Anato- 

my and Physiology. 


Gentlemen,—In consequence of the ab- 
sence of our venerable President, it has 
become my duty to address you upon the 
present occasion, on the subject of your 
moral deportment in future life; a duty 
which I cannot assume but with diffidence, 
as well from the delicacy of its nature as 
from the responsibility which it involves. 

This day, gentlemen, you cease to be 


the pupils of the Columbian College; but | 


you assume a relation more inportant to 
you, and not less interesting to us, than 
that which you have sustained during the 
period of your studies. You are admit- 
ted to the high and responsible station of 
practitioners of medicine, welcomed to full 
fellowship, and invited to participate in 
its labors and benefits. You are about to 
receive from us the highest testimony of 
confidence which the profession can con- 
fer. We are then, gentlemen, to sepa- 
rate, and you are to be situated in differ- 
ent and perhaps in distant parts of oor 
country. 

The profession you have chosen will 
place you in a commanding attitude, and 
give you an influence in society far beyond 
the scene of your personal labors. The 
responsibility you assume is great, and the 
duty arduous; to sustain them you will 
require not only an accurate and exten- 
sive knowledge of the science of medicine, 
but you will need the light of moral prin- 
ciple to direct your steps in the various 
and often perplexing circumstances in 
which you will be placed. And permit 
me, my young friends, before I place in 
your hands the parchment roll which you 
are to bear away as the evidence of your 
attainments and of our confidence in your 
skill—before I place upon you the final 


duty and a privilege, and no one ever 
‘faithfully administered to the necessities 
of this portion of the community, without 
receiving an ample reward. 

Most of our great men have laid the 
‘foundation of their eminence in the ex- 
| perience they have derived from an atten- 
Gance on the poor, and to this class they 
have been principally indebted for their 
‘introduction into more lucrative business. 
‘Sydenham, Boerhave, Fothergill and 
Rush, furnish eminent examples of this 
truth, 

Wherever your lot may be cast, gentle- 
men, let the poor be the subjects of your 
peculiar care, and while you derive a high 
satisfaction in relieving their sufferings, 
their diseases will open to you a field of 
observation and experience, of the high- 
- importance to you in setting out in 
| life. 
| Remember, too, that you are stewards 
‘appointed to dispense the bounties of a 
‘munificent Providence, and that what you 
bestow on the deserving, while it is a vol- 
untary gift of your hands, is a debt that 
you owe and are bound in duty to pay. 

‘*Cast your bread upon the waters and 
you shall find it after many days.” Yes, 
you shall find it before many days. Be 
just to the poor, and their gratitude and 
friendship shall protect and comfort you, 
when the applauses of the great, and the 
rewards of the wealthy, shall cease to foul- 
low you. 

‘** When the ear heard me then it bles- 
sed me, and when the eye saw me it gave 
witness to me. 

‘* Because I delivered the poor that cri- 
ed, and the fatherless and him that had 
none to help him. 

“ The blessing of him that was ready to 
perish came upon me, and I caused the 
widow’s heart to sing for joy.” 

Besides gratuitous attendance on the 
poor, there are others, on whom it will be 
equally your duty to atttend without 
charge, such as the clergy of all denomi- 


Sabbath fees on objects of charity. tunities, and no longer offer you those well 

5. Be guarded against Infidel senti-| meant but dangerous civilities. | 
ments. | 7. Intimately connected with intemper- 

When we consider the peculiar cha- | ence is the practice of gambling, a vice 
racter of our profession, as displayed | which though less common, is not less des- 
in the wonderful structure and organiza- | tructive to the peace of society, find to do- 
tion of Man, in the various functions of | mestic happiness and virtue. 
his body, their necessary connexion and; Let me exhort you, gentlemen, to ab- 
mutual dependence, the whole animated | stain from all games of chance, as a prac- 
by an invisible agent ; enabling every part tice alike degrading to you as men, and 
to act in harmony with the rest, and sub-| inconsistent with the dignity, and the 
ject to the control of an intelligent princi- | high and important duties, of your pro- 
ple, all of which bear the visible impres- | fession. 
sion of a divine hand: and when, too,we| 8. Discountenance and abstain from 
contemplate the profession as exhibited | the practice of duelling. 
in the scenery of the death-bed, in the | _It is highly creditable to our profession, 
deep repentance of the profligate and in | that so few of its members have exposed 
the dying confessions of the Infidel, and | themselves insinglecombat. A few have 
these appalling circumstances placed in | exposed themselves, and some fallen, and 
contrast with the animating hopes of the | many more have been accessory to the 
Christian, the serenity of his last mo- crime, by attending the combatants to the 
ments, the unshaken confidence that) field, and extending to them surgical aid. 
nerves his spirit in its passage through; How absurd, how inconsistent it is, for 
the dark vale, all of which come under | that man whose peculiar province, and let 
the view of the physician, there would | me say privilege it is to preserve life, vol- 
seem to be no necessity for admonishing | untarily to mingle his blood with that of 
you on this subject. | his fellow. 

Yet, under all these circumstances,| Never forget, gentlemen, that you havo 
some of the members of our profession | been this day received as members of the 
have imbibed infidel principles, insomuch medical profession, have taken upon you 
that it has been seriously questioned | its vows, and assumed its responsibilities. 
whether there was not something inher- | You are no longer at your own disposal ; 
ent in the sience itself, calculated to ori- | you are the property of the profession, of 
ginate and to cherish a disbelief in a di- | the public, and more particularly of that 
vine agency. But the sentiment is as un- | community, who shall give you a resi- 
founded as it is unphilosophical. Both|dence, and confide to your hands their 
the study, and the practice of medicine, | lives and health. To tear yourself from 
are alike calculated to impress the candid | them by an act of self-destruction, would 
mind with a conviction of the existence of involve a violation of the highest princi- 
the Supreme being, and to excite the | ples of honor, of gratitude, of justice and 
highest admiration of his power, wisdom | of truth. 
and beneficence. In-all this I say nothing of the obliga- 

Whatever may have been the moral and | tions whi¢gh bind you to your family and 
religious state of the profession in other | friends, nothing of your obligations to your 
times, and in other countries, its present | country and to your-God. Here let con- 
condition, and particularly in the United science decide. 

States, shows us that there is no necessa-|_ And when you have made the decision, 


by point to your tomb and say,—There 


loved truth, was just to the poor, was pure, 
|kinl and courteous, revered the Sabbath, 
| discountenanced infidelity, reproved drunk- 
enness, gambling and duelling, and prac- 
| tised and enforced all the moral virtues. 


st 


| Have in Press, 


| Under direction of the Baptist Board for Forcigu 
Missions, 


A MEMOIR OF 
MRS. ANN H. JUDSON, 
Late Missionary to Burmah ; 
Including A History of the Burman Mission. 
BY JAMES D. KNOWLES, 


Pastor of the Second Baptist Church in Boston. 


Tue deep interest which the Christian pub- 
lic have manifested in the diversified and haz- 
arduus scenes of the Mission to Burmah, and 
the persevering and arduous labours of Mrs. 
Judson, must ensure an extensive subscrip- 
tion to this work. The condeused History of 
the Mission, which will also be comprised in 
the publication, will be bappily adapted to ex- 
cite increased efforts for the advancement of 
Missionary operations. The Ministers of the 
Gospel are particularly solicited to act as 
Agents in procuring subscribers in their sev- 
eral societies, which can be effected, without 
waiting to receive a prospectus. 

CON bit ONS. | 

I. The work will consist of about 350 pages, 
duodecimo, and will be accompanied with a 
copperplate engraved portrait of Mrs. Judson, 
with a Map of the Burman Empire, and a spe- 
cimewn of the Burman Language. 

II. The price will be One Dollar, veatl 
bound, and eighty-seven cents, in boards, wil 
cloth backs. 

lif. To persons who obtain subscribers, and 
become responsible, the work will be furnish- 
ed on the following terms; on less than 25 co- 
pies, every sixth copy will be furnished gratis 
—from 25 to 50, evety fifth copy. 


Boston. 59 Washington-Street, Dec. 1, 1828. 
Subscriptions for this work will be received 


at the office of the Christian Secretary. 


ASTNA 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Incorporated for the purpose of Insurin 
against LOSS and DAMAGE by Filtt 


only, with a Capital of 


200,000 Dollars, 
/ gpilabeonerd and vested in the best possible 
manner—offer to teke risks op terms a8 
favourable as other oflicers. : 
The business of the Company is principally 
confined to risks in the country, and therefore 
so detached that its capital is not exposed to 


great losses by sweeping tires. 


The office of the company is keyt at the 
East door of Morgan’s Exchange Coffee- 


nations, and their families, physicians and 
the widows and orphans of physicians, and 
especially indigent strangers who are ta- 
ticularly involved in the practice of your| ken sick from home. All persons devo- 
profession. ted to the improvement of science, mo- 

1. Maintain, gentlemen, a sacred re-|rals, and religion, or who are connected 


seal of approbation, to bring to your view 
and press upon your consideration, some 
of those moral duties which are more par- 


ry connexion between the science of me- 
dicine and scepticism; and it must be | 
gratifying to the profession to recognize | 
the fact, that all the most eminent physi- 
cians of our country openly espouse the 
Christian religion, defend its doctrines, 
and give the whole weight of their influ- 


gentlemen, let your country see that you 
have too high a sense of moral rectitude 
to embrue your hands in human blood. 
Let the world see that you have too much 
elevation of soul, too much independence 
of spirit, to be awed by the clamor of un- 
principled men, and induced to yield to 


gard to Truth. with institutions for the amelioration of 
the condition of man, will have peculiar 
claims upon your professional services 
when they are placed in circumstances of 
indigence. 
; &. In professional intercourse, assidu- 
ously cultivate a pure and elevated style of 
conversation, urbanity and gentleness of 
manner, and kindness of heart. 
_ These are virtues which adorn the med- 
ical practitioner, and it is deply regretted 
that too often they compose no part of his 
character. 

The practical duties of the physician, 
the tender and often heart-rending scenes 
he is called to witness, the society with 
which he has to mingle, all unite to ren- 
der them indispensable to the proper dis- 
charge of his duty. Indeed, so just 
estimate does the community place u 
these qualifications, 
cans who have been 


Truth ig the great moral bond of socie- 
ty ; itis the very basis of moral character, 
the element of which all other virtues are 
only modifications. 

‘* Early in life,’ says Dr. Franklin, “I 
became convinced that truth, in transac- 
tions between man and man, was of the 
utmost importance to the happiness of 
life, and I resolved from that moment, and 
wrote the resolution in my journal, to 
practise it as long asl lived. I knew its 
value and made a solemn engagement 
with myself never to depart from it.” 

It is derogatory to the influence of the 
profession, that the want of veracity has 
been alleged as the too frequent vice of 
medical men; and it should be equally 
mortifytng to us, that the peculiar nature 
of the profession has been urged in ex- 
tenuation of this despicable offence. It 
is said that the frequent necessity for con- 
cpaling from the patient or his friends the 


that but few physi- | 
characterized by vul- | 


an! 
pon 


gar and profane language, rude and un- | of ardent 


this unhallowed practice. 

_ Finally, gentlemen, keep constantly in 
: view the moral obligations you are under 
is downward, and that when you once en.- | to your patients and to the community. 
ter it, every succeeding step willurge you| Your profession, while it will give you 
onward with increasing celerity. Few if properly sustained, an extensive influ- 
have trod this dark and fearful path, and | ence in society, will present you with fre- 


ence in support of moral and religious in- 
stitutions. : 
Remember, that the way of Infidelity 


House State-street, wherg a constant attend- 
ance is givan for the accommodation of the 
public. 

The Directors of the Company, are. 
Thomas K. Brace, Charles Babcock, 
Henry L. Ellsworth, | Christopher Saunders, 
Thomas Belden, Jesse Savage, 

Samuel Tudor, Joseph Pratt, 

Henry Kilbourn, George Beach, 

Joseph Morgan, Elisha Dodd: 

Stephen Spencer, Oliver D. Cooke, 

Griffin Stedman, James Thomas, 

Dennison Morzan. ; 

THOMAS K. BRACE, President, 
James M. Goodwin, Secretary- 

Hartford, June 21. 

NOTICE. 
to an order from Oliver Pease; 
f Probate for tbe district of 
Id at public auction, al 
the real and personal estate, with the epee 
brance of the Widow’s Dower that belonge 
to Moses Austin, late of Suffield, deceased, 
on the 2Ist day of January, 1829, at the late 


- 


Agreeable 
Esq. Judge o 
Suiield, will be so 


yp to warn others its fatal termina-| quent Opportunities of exerting a control- 
. in wer in private, in ci 

Flee, gentlemen, that chilling system of the cant manana. peau 
philosophy, which sees in the universe; The moral and religious influence of 
no design, in adversity no tendency to/| sickness is, no doubt, highly beneficial 
good, in futurity no gleams of hope, and | to the best interests of man, and of socie- 
in heaven no Creator, Benefactor, Father | t y. At this time the stoutest heart is sof- 
or Judge. a tened, old animosities are forgotten, the 
Study daily the oracles of divine truth, | mind looks back with regret upon the er- 
and while you examine the pages of the | rors of past times, and extends itself for- 
sacred volume, open your mind to the con- | ward with new and better resolutions to 
npcerd - ~: evidences, and be guided by | the future. Old vices are broken off, and 
, : the mind then, if ever, i - 

6. Observe strict temperance in the use | victions of truth. erased 


dwelling House of said deceased, (uoless pre- 
viously disposed of at private sale-) Sales to 
commence at | o'clock, P. M. 2 
Moses S. Warren Administrator. 

Suffield, Dec. 26, 1828. 
NOTICE. 

By order of the Court of Probate for the 
district of Southington, will be > at public 
vendue, on the first Mondeg orsoes 4 
unless previously disposed of at private Sale, 
30 sr of the 7 eal estate of Stoddard Neal, 
late of Southington, deceased, as will raise 
the sum of One Hundred Dollars, a inci- 
dental charges. Sales to commence at ope 
o’clock, P.M. at the late dwelling bonse of 


deceased. 
” JOHN NEAL, Executor. 


spirits. The frequent-opportunities you wil) en- 


Southington, Dec. 29, 1822. 


